Teaching Club featuring Joy S. Ernst
Title: Teaching Detroit in Detroit’s Social Work School — Presentation and Facilitated Discussion

As faculty in “Detroit’s Social Work School,” how do we “teach Detroit”? | propose a combined
presentation/information sharing session on how faculty use the city of Detroit as a resource for
teaching about social work practice. | will present my experiences in creating Detroit-based
content for SW 3710: Social Welfare and the Social Work Profession: History, Trends and Basic
Concepts and provide examples from my teaching materials. | will then invite discussion and
information sharing from participants. Because our strategic plan includes the goal “to improve
our curriculum to align with the contemporary and evolving social work practices that meet the
needs of urban communities,” it is worth considering how much and in what ways we should
focus on Detroit as that urban community, and whether and how we should systematically
incorporate more Detroit-based content across the curriculum, particularly in the BSW
curriculum and the Core (generalist) year of the MSW program.
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