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Donors have 
immeasurably impacted 
the School of Social 
Work over the past 80 
years. As we look ahead, 

there remain many opportunities for you to positively 
impact the coming decades through your gift to the 
school. Be it a gift to support scholarships, faculty 
research or designating the school as a beneficiary on 
your retirement account, there are many rewarding and 
convenient ways to show your support. For help making 
a gift of any size, please contact Mari Vaydik at  
313-577-8807 or mari.vaydik@wayne.edu.
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The School of Social Work is pleased 
to present in these pages its reflections 
on the past and its plans for the 
future. As this look back at the past 80 
years shows, our school has evolved 
throughout the decades to reflect 
advancements in the field of social work 
and to respond to emerging challenges 
and opportunities in Detroit. 

We are immensely proud of our history as a leader in social work 
education, practice, training, and scholarship, and we are ready 
and eager to continue this tradition of excellence as we bring 
faculty, staff and students together to address complex problems, 
promote social justice and foster overall well-being through 
engaged teaching, research and partnership within an urban and 
global context. We are entering our ninth decade at a time of 
unprecedented innovation and collaboration in our school,  
in our field, and in our city. The future is bright! 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Waites
Dean and Professor
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1933
Mayor Frank Couzens  
takes office.

One-third of Detoit’s workforce 
is unemployed due to the 
Great Depression.

1935
United Auto Workers is 
organized; sit-down strikes  
in Detroit and Flint prompt 
anti-union violence.

Ground is broken on the 
Brewster-Douglass 
Projects, the first federally 
funded housing project for 
black Americans. 

The housing project is 
located in the Black Bottom 
neighborhood, which thrives 
with hundreds of black-owned 
businesses but typifies the 
racial polarization that will 
plague the city for decades  
to come.

1933
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt pledges himself  
to a “new deal” for the 
American people that will 
use the government as an 
instrument of social and 
economic change and trade 
laissez-faire capitalism for 
greater regulation of business 
and banking.

Social worker Frances 
Perkins is named secretary 
of labor; she will shape the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 
the Federal Emergency Relief 
Administration and key pieces 
of workforce legislation.

Social worker Harry 
Hopkins becomes federal 
relief administrator; he will 
spearhead the Works Progress 
Administration and other  
relief programs.

n AT THE SCHOOL
In 1935, Wayne University — which until a year earlier had been 
the Colleges of the City of Detroit (CCD) and which 21 years later 
would become Wayne State University — created a Department 
of Sociology and Social Work to house the growing number of 
sociology courses administered by its Department of Economics. 
In 1923, a small CCD bulletin had listed just three sociology 
courses offering field experience in Detroit social agencies. By 
1935, however, the discipline was responding to the need for 
applied sociology courses that would train students not merely to 
understand social problems but to solve them, and more than a 
dozen courses covering child welfare, community organization, 
social legislation and policy, family systems, and casework were 
offered. These courses explored poverty, worker exploitation, 
industrial accidents, alcoholism, widowhood, desertion of families 
and other social challenges of the day posed by the industrialization 
and urbanization of America as immigrants and emigrants from the 
agricultural south crowded cities. The sociology programs at Wayne 
and other universities trained two types of social workers: those who 
worked for organized charities and those who focused on social 
reform and activism. 

The Great Depression had also brought pressure for sociology 
to expand its social work offerings, and by 1932 the American 
Association of Schools of Social Work had developed a minimum 
curriculum requiring at least one academic year of professional 



education encompassing classroom and field instruction. To house 
its social work curriculum, Wayne University in 1936 created in the 
College of Liberal Arts a School of Public Affairs and Social 
Work, placing it under the direction of Professor of Government 
Lent D. Upson. The curriculum was provided by Florence W. 
Booth, assistant professor and director of student training, who 
created a two-year graduate curriculum in social casework and group 
work culminating in a master’s degree. Detroit agencies provided 
scholarships for students taking fieldwork, a necessity given the 
demands of the nine-month field placement comprising 30 clock 
hours a week (with an additional four hours of course work). There 
was no baccalaureate degree in social work; rather, undergraduate 
work consisted of a liberal arts degree with concentrated course 
work in the social, behavioral and biological sciences.

Years later, Booth would recall, “We started from scratch with only 
the backing of the university, the goodwill of the town and our 
own imaginations and profound desires to do a good job. Looking 
back, it seemed amazing that we had the temerity to undertake 
such a huge and difficult job without more blessings and knowledge 
of what we were to meet. What was accomplished by no means 
reflected alone our energy and resources: we were riding a national 
wave of approval for social work training and there was an acute 
local need.”
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1937
General Motors recognizes 
UAW but Ford Motor 
Company resists; in May, 
workers protesting at the 
Rouge River complex are 
brutally beaten at the Battle  
of the Overpass.

1938
Heavyweight champion and 
Detroit native Joe Louis 
deals a literal blow to racism 
by knocking out German 
boxer and symbol of Aryan 
superiority Max Schmeling.

1938
Mayor Richard Reading  
takes office.

1935
The National Labor 
Relations Act of 1935 
guarantees the right of private 
sector employees to organize 
into trade unions and engage  
in collective bargaining  
and action.

The Social Security Act 
creates a safety net for workers, 
widows and orphans, as well as 
for the poor, elderly, disabled, 
and unemployed. 

The Works Progress 
Administration provides 
welfare-weary citizens jobs 
producing everything from 
municipal buildings to murals.

1937
The United States Housing 
Authority funds public 
housing projects.

The Farm Security 
Administration combats  
rural poverty.

1938
The Fair Labor Standards 
Act prohibits child labor, 
establishes a minimum wage 
and a 40-hour work week,  
and requires overtime pay.

1939
The American Association 
of Schools of Social Work 
makes graduate education a 
requirement of membership.
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1940
The Lanham Act administers 
and subsidizes a national 
childcare system, allowing 
thousands of women to get 
jobs in factories. 

1941
The United States enters the 
Second World War after 
Pearl Harbor is bombed.

1943
The Office of Community 
War Services is established to 
assist states and communities 
with health care, recreation, 
housing and services for families.

1944
The “G.I. Bill” is passed to 
support veterans’ services such 
as education and job training, 
employment assistance, 
medical services, and low-
interest housing loans.

1945
Americans enjoy renewed 
economic prosperity as the 
nation’s unemployment rate 
drops to 1.9% and one-third 
of nonagricultural workers are 
union members with hospital 
insurance, paid vacations and 
pensions. A survey reveals 
that 75% of Detroit’s female 
workforce want to retain their 
jobs even as veterans are 
coming home to reclaim them.

n At the School
Upson and Booth guided The School of Public Affairs and Social 
Work into the 1940s with an almost singular focus: accreditation. 
Bestowed by the American Association of Schools of Social Work, 
accreditation was necessary for graduates to earn fellowships and 
scholarships, gain entry into the American Association of Social 
Workers, and take federal civil service examinations. The school 
eventually met the association’s accreditation requirements of an 
annual budget of $10,000, at least three full-time staff members 
and, with Wayne University’s accreditation by the Association of 
American Universities in 1942, membership in an AAU-accredited 
university. The school gained accreditation and, as it was now the 
second largest graduate unit in the university, was granted relative 
autonomy following changes to the university’s bylaws.

Social work education following the First World War had seen 
the convergence of two trends: identification of group work with 
casework and the identification of social case work and parts of 
group work with psychoanalytic psychiatry. The school’s graduate 
curriculum was expanded to include concepts from psychoanalytic 
theory; in 1941–42, the school hired two psychoanalytically oriented 
faculty: Charles B. Brink in social casework and Fritz Redl in 
social group work. Redl — and by extension the social work program 
— would soon become nationally known for refining practice and 
theory around the use of groups as a diagnostic and therapeutic 
tool for individual development and also for a series of community-
based projects, the most famous of which was the Detroit Group 
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Mayor Edward Jeffries 
takes office; with 1.6 million 
residents, Detroit is the 
nation’s fourth largest city.

1941
Ford Motor Company 
recognizes the UAW and signs 
a contract.

1942
I-94 opens, literally paving the 
way for workers to report for 
duty at the bomber factory 
near Ypsilanti.

Tension grows as blacks 
attempt to integrate, resulting 
in race-fueled clashes. A riot 
at the Sojourner Truth 
housing project breaks out 
when blacks try to move into 

an all-white neighborhood, 
prompting Life magazine to 
run an expose of the city’s 
deep-seated racism under 
the headline “Detroit is 
Dynamite!”

1943
Workers at Packard Motor 
war plant stage a three-day 
strike when three blacks are 
hired to work alongside them; 
fighting breaks out between 
white and black youth on 
Belle Isle, prompting a riot 
injuring 1,000 people and 
killing 34.



1946
The Full Employment Act 
includes full employment 
legislation, increases 
minimum wage, and 
improves unemployment 
and social security benefits 
as well as housing assistance. 
The Association for the 
Study of Community 
Organization is founded 
and the National Mental 
Health Act addresses the 

high incidence of stress and 
mental health conditions in the 
general population.

1947
The Taft-Hartley Act restricts 
the power of labor unions, 
identifies unfair practices and 
extends the right of workers 
to not participate in union 
activities. 

1948
President Truman bars 
segregation in the U.S. armed 
forces by executive order.

1949
The Social Work Research 
Group for researchers of social 
work and social services is 
founded. 

The National Institute of 
Mental Health is established.

Project. Initiated in 1942 and funded by the university 
and private organizations, the project ran year-round, 
offering diagnostic group services, a summer camp and 
social work training programs. It also ran Pioneer House, 
a residential treatment home for boys co-founded by Redl 
and David Wineman.

Other faculty, a half-dozen of who would become leading 
scholars in the field, were also enhancing the school’s 
reputation nationally. These included Norman Polansky, 
author of clinical and research texts, Benjamin Lyndon, 

who initiated the psychiatric social work curriculum and 
co-authored publications on transference, and child 
psychoanalyst Selma Horowitz Fraiberg, author of 
The Magic Years. The faculty absorbed the strain of a 
rapidly growing program by supervising student field 
work, advising on student theses, and teaching multiple 
social work courses amid a growing belief that social work 
should become a separate university entity. As the decade 
came to a close, so did the Upson-Booth years: Booth 
left the school in 1948 and Upson died in 1949, leaving 
Lyndon as acting head of the school for one year.

Selma Horowitz Fraiberg

Fritz Redl
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1944
Detroit leads the nation in war 
contracts, bringing in $12.7 
billion (about 10% of war 
spending).

An interracial relations 
committee is appointed 
by Mayor Edward Jeffries, 
however problems appear 

to intensify with the Second 
Great Migration. The city is 
swelling, public transportation 
is crowded and public housing 
is limited.

1946
Excluded from white 
membership organizations, 
professional blacks form 
the Cotillion Club, which 
becomes a training ground for 

black leaders including U.S. 
Representative Charles 
Diggs, Jr., Judge Damon 
Keith, U.S. Representative 
George Crockett, and civic 
leader William T. Patrick.

1948
Mayor Eugene Van Antwerp 
takes office.
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1950s n At the School
In 1950, the School of Social Work was established as a separate 
entity within Wayne University, which in 1956 would join the state 
university system and become Wayne State University. A search 
committee tapped Charles Brink, described by students and 
faculty as a politically astute and congenial statesman, to serve as 
dean. Lasting into the 1960s, the Brink years were remembered as a 
stable time of slow but steady growth during which the school more 
clearly defined its priorities and processes.

The school’s atmosphere during the 1950s was informal; students 
were on a first-name basis with faculty, including “Chuck and Dotty” 
Brink. Students and faculty would gather in the evenings for dancing 
and drinks and made an annual two-day retreat to Camp Tamarack 
in northern Michigan for seminars on issues of practice or social 
policy. Many times they united around issues of social justice, such as 
when the Student Organization and many faculty boycotted a local 
pub that did not admit black students. Mid-decade, the school and 
its alumni association began hosting an annual Social Workers Forum 
to address new trends and current thinking in the field. These forums 
were held for several decades.

The early 1950s saw the departure of faculty members Polansky and 
Lyndon, and the arrival of Leon Lucas in casework and psychiatric 
social work, Charles Lebeaux in social welfare policy and services 
and research, and David Wineman in human behavior. Wineman 
would later coauthor with Redl Children Who Hate and Controls 

1952
The Council on Social 
Work Education (CSWE) 
is established through the 
merger of the American 
Association of Schools 
of Social Work and the 
National Association 
of Schools of Social 
Administration. Among 
CSWE’s first undertakings is a 
curriculum study addressing 
the definition, focus, content  

and organization of graduate 
curriculum, and a discussion 
of the merits of undergraduate 
training in social work.

1953
Future dean Sidney 
Dillick authors Community 
Organization for Neighborhood 
Development, Past and Present.

1954
The Supreme Court orders 
the desegregation of public 
schools as well as public golf 
courses, parks, swimming 
pools, and playgrounds.

1955
Seven social work 
organizations join forces 
to become the National 
Association of Social 
Workers (NASW).

The Joint Commission on 
Mental Health and Illness 
is created, undertaking a 
groundbreaking study that  
will underpin legislation a 
decade later.
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Mayor Albert Cobo takes 
office; Detroit’s population has 
quadrupled due to the roughly 
350,000 new residents who 
have moved to the city seeking 
work during the war.

1953
J.L. Hudson’s downtown 
location thrives with 12,000 
employees making 100,000 
sales per day.

1954
Southfield’s Northland 
Center, the nation’s first 
regional shopping center, 
boasts scores of stores 
clustered around a second 
J.L. Hudson’s location and a 
10,000-car parking lot.

1956
A land-gobbling network 
of the Fisher, Lodge, 
Chrysler and Ford freeways 
has displaced some 17,000 
Detroiters; workers relocate  
to be near their factory jobs. 
Of the 33 plants that are 
built in Southeast Michigan 
between 1945 and 1960, not 
one is in Detroit.



1956
Amendments to the Social 
Security Act create aid for 
individuals younger than 65 
who are disabled for reasons 
other than blindness, as well as 
a disability insurance program. 

1957
The Civil Rights Act 
establishes a commission to 
study voter discrimination and 
penalties for voter coercion and 
intimidation. These progressive 
stances are met with resistance, 
particularly in the south.

1958
NASW officially delineates the 
values, purposes and methods 
of the social work profession. 
Debate continues as to 

whether social work 
specialization should fall along 
methods and whether social 
work should involve clinical 
practice and interpersonal 
change, or system change 
through social action.

CSWE uses a grant of $70,000 
to produce Summer of 
Decision, a recruitment film 
seen by 15 million viewers on 
television as well as in high 
school, college and community 
settings.

1959
Wayne State alumna  
Selma Fraiberg (M.S.W. ’40) 
publishes The Magic Years, 
which becomes a seminal  
work in the field of infant 
mental health.

From Within, while Lebeaux 
with Harold Wilensky would 
write Industrial Society and Social 
Welfare. Most decisions about 
admissions, enrollment, class 
size, student placement and 
curriculum were made by the 
dean, who needed help by the 
mid-1950s, when enrollment 
was nearly 170 students. Taking 
the advice of the newly formed Council on Social Work 
Education, the school adopted a new organizational 
plan that created administrative “sequences” in the 
areas of case work, group work, research, social welfare 
organizations and policy, and human behavior in the 
social environment. Casework still predominated as the 
area of study for most students.

Though its theoretical orientation was still psychoanalytic, 
it was during the Brink years that the school first 
articulated its orientation as a practice school, 
emphasizing teaching and preparing students for practice. 
This was seen in the school’s focus on training and 
demonstration grants, workshops, and active participation 
in the newly formed National Association of Social 
Workers, as well as its integration of clinical group 

work into traditional case work and psychiatric agencies. 
This practice orientation served to distinguish the 
school from others in the region and to focus its efforts 
on the development of partnerships with hundreds of 
area organizations for the purposes of field education, 
research, and program evaluation.

Wayne State alumna Selma Fraiberg (MSW, 1940),  
a social worker-psychoanalyst recognized as a pioneer  
in the infant mental health movement, publishes a  
best-selling guide to child rearing, The Magic Years. 
Fraiberg later became well-known for her seminal 
paper, “Ghosts in the Nursery,” as well as for a number 
of oft-quoted psychoanalytic papers on such topics 
as transference, clinical work with blind children, and 
psychodynamic casework.

7

1957
Mayor Louis Mariani  
takes office.

1959
One out of four whites is 
leaving Detroit as “white 
flight” begins. City officials 
strike a blow to the Black 
Bottom neighborhood, which 
had remained the economic 
and cultural center of black 
Detroit and home to black 
businesses, residences, and 
(just north) the Paradise 

Valley entertainment district 
where marquee names 
Duke Ellington, Billie 
Holliday and Cab Calloway 
performed. Everything along 
the neighborhood’s main 
artery, Hastings Street, is 
demolished to make room for 
I-75 and Lafayette Park.

Berry Gordy Jr. hangs a 
shingle reading “Hitsville USA” 
on a house on West Grand 
Boulevard, launching Motown.

David Wineman
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1960
The use of public facilities 
is guaranteed to all citizens 
by the Supreme Court. 
NASW establishes a code of 
ethics and an Academy of 
Certified Social Workers 
(ACSW) credential.

1961
The Joint Commission on 
Mental Health and Illness 
publishes Action for 
Mental Health.

1963
The Community Mental 
Health Centers Act shifts 
resources away from state 
mental health hospitals toward 
community-based treatment 

programs. March 
is established as 
National Social 
Work Month.

Betty Friedan ignites the 
contemporary women’s 
movement with the 
publication of her seminal 
work The Feminine Mystique, 
analyzing issues affecting 
women’s lives in the decades 
after World War II. Three years 
later, Friedan will become 
a founding member of the 
National Organization for 
Women.

1964
The Civil Rights Act bans 
discrimination on the basis 
of color, race, national 
origin, religion or sex and 

n At the School
By 1963, the School of Social Work had 11 faculty and 140 full-
time students and had moved from the Max Jacob House at 451 
West Kirby, its home from 1951 to 1961, to the Richard A. Cohn 
Building at Cass and Palmer, which it shared with the College of 
Nursing. Charles Brink left the school and Sidney Dillick, a Rhode 
Island-based expert on neighborhood organization and nonprofit 
executive, was chosen as the new dean. Dillick’s tenure, which 
would last until 1981, was to witness rapid growth followed by 
rapid decline — for the school, the university, and the profession of 
social work itself. A 1963–64 school course bulletin from the decade 
alludes to the coalescence of the discipline, telling students, “If 
your desire to help people is great enough for you to undertake this 
education, you will discover great personal rewards. You will become 
part of something that is just coming into its own, and that offers 
boundless horizons …”

Dillick was described as the opposite of his predecessor: analytic, a 
fighter who was nevertheless “above the battle,” and articulate yet 
abrasive. His first job was to assist the school in the development 
of a new methods specialization in community organization, 
strengthening research offerings and growing the faculty roster to 
37 members within three years of his appointment. Like Dillick, the 
majority of these new faculty came from practice settings and had 
no experience with academia; they entered a closely knit, small 
group of faculty and undertook with gusto the development of a 
community social work program of study (and method). They were 
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Detroit is fifth among U.S. 
cities in terms of population. 
Industry is strong, fueled by 
the country’s appetite for 
cars (three of four Americans 
owns one). Cobo Hall and 
Convention Center is 
completed, becoming home to 
the first National Auto Show.

1961
Motown celebrates  
its first number one hit,  
the Marvelettes’ “Please,  
Mr. Postman.”

1962
Mayor Jerome Cavanagh 
takes office as Detroit faces 
a $28 million budget deficit, 
which he attempts to manage 
with the city’s first income tax 
on residents and commuters 
as well as the massive property 
tax increase passed by his 
predecessor.

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
leads a record 125,000 people 
down Woodward Avenue in a 
march for racial equality.



also active in local community organizations. Tension developed 
as the university’s expansion through land acquisition, dubbed 
“urban renewal,” was viewed by an increasingly vocal social work 
faculty as unjust “people removal.” Meanwhile, the casework and 
community social work faculty became polarized on matters of 
curriculum develop and the distribution of power within the school. 
The faculty formed an educational policy and faculty wellbeing 
organization, holding meetings at which the dean had a voice but 
no vote. In contrast to the previous decade, the early 1960s saw the 
school become rapidly decentralized, with the major sequences, 
committees, and faculty organizations divided into subcommittees 
and linked by coordinating committees.

Between 1964 and 1967, the school experienced rapid change 
and growth in size and diversity. Another methods specialization, 
social work practice, was added in 1967 to provide a framework 
for methods and techniques of change with people and their 
environments. An undergraduate curriculum in social welfare 
continued to be offered through the Department of Sociology with 
faculty and leadership for curriculum organization housed within 
the School of Social Work. Beginning in 1967, the school expanded 
its structure due to the growth in enrollment and the abundance of 
readily available federal funds for teaching and training grants. This 
included the development of “learning centers” around issues of 
social practice and policy.

establishes the Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Commission. With President 
Johnson’s declaration of 
an “unconditional war on 
poverty,” the Economic 
Opportunity Act creates 
an Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Nearly a 
dozen programs bolster 
job training, education, 
nonprofit community action 
programming, assistance for 
children, and volunteerism.

1965
The Voting Rights Act 
outlaws the poll tax and  
other impediments to  
minority voting.

1967
Thurgood Marshall 
becomes the Supreme Court’s 
first black justice. NASW 
issues Procedures for 
Professional Review to 
enforce its code of ethics.

1969
The Supreme Court orders 
an immediate end to school 
segregation. Medicare and 
Medicaid are established, as 
are the Administration on 
Aging and the United States 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development  
to spearhead housing and 
urban renewal.

NASW establishes membership 
for B.S.W.s and decides to 
pursue licensing of social work 
practice in each state.

Dean Sidney Dillick

Max Jacob House

Richard A. Cohn Building

1963
The Detroit Bank and 
Trust Co. building and the 
Michigan Consolidated  
Gas Co. building are erected.

1965
The First Federal Building 
and the Pontchartrain 
Hotel open.

1967
Detroit is swept into the 
Long Hot Summer, during 
which race riots break out in 
more than 100 U.S. cities. A 
raid on an illegal after-hours 
establishment in a black Detroit 
neighborhood precipitates 
eight days of race riots, leaving 
43 dead, thousands injured, 
2,000 buildings destroyed and 
$45 million in damage to the 

city. New Detroit, the 
nation’s first urban coalition, is 
founded to improve education, 
employment, housing and 
economic development.

1968
Focus:HOPE is founded, 
representing a covenant 
between all races to overcome 
racism, poverty and injustice 
throughout Detroit and its 
suburbs.
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1970s n AT THE SCHOOL
The early 1970s saw the beginning of baccalaureate-level social work 
training at Wayne State University. In conjunction with Wayne State’s 
Monteith College (1959-81), the School of Social Work in 1972 
offered a pilot curriculum to prepare undergraduate students for 
professional practice. The following year, the school was authorized 
by the university to author a Bachelor of Social Work degree, 
which by 1974 had earned accreditation by the Council on Social 
Work Education and enrolled more than 90 students. At Wayne State 
as at universities across the country, the Bachelor of Social Work was 
controversial, met with consternation by faculty who felt the liberal 
arts base would be diminished, practitioners who feared agencies 
would save money by hiring B.S.W.s rather than M.S.W.s, and 
sociologists who feared losing their influence on the discipline.

Meanwhile, the school had created seven learning centers in the 
areas of health care, community mental health, school systems, 
family functioning, inner city neighborhoods services, youth and 
children’s rights, and substance abuse. These learning centers, led 
by a faculty member and generally supported by federal grants, 
consisted of faculty, students and agency personnel with a mutual 
interest in the focus issue who would meet regularly to examine 
related policy and practice issues. Half of the school’s students were 
assigned to these learning centers for field work. Five methods 
curricula were offered by the end of the decade: social case work, 
group work, community social work, social work practice, and social 
work administration.

1972
NASW moves its headquarters 
from New York City to 
Washington, D.C. to advocate 
more effectively for national 
policy changes. It also launches 
a legal defense fund to educate 
social workers on legal issues.

1973
The Comprehensive 
Employment Training 
Act is passed to give 
unemployed Americans 
marketable skills and work 
experience. Area Agencies 
on Aging are created by the 
Comprehensive Services 
Act.

1974
Congress establishes the 
National Institute on 
Aging and the Housing and 
Community Development 
Act, which provides federal 
funds for cities and states to 
administer housing. It also 
creates the Section 8 program 
to provide rental housing 
assistance for low-income 
individuals and the Child 
Abuse and Prevention 
Treatment Act, which 
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Mayor Roman Gribbs  
takes office.

1973
An OAPEC oil embargo leads 
to fuel shortages and sky-high 
gas prices, bringing a recession 
to Detroit’s automobile 
industry as an energy crisis 
grips the nation and the 
American market is flooded 
with fuel-efficient cars from 
foreign competitors.

Maryann Mahaffey, Wayne 
State social work alumna  
and faculty, is elected to the 
Detroit City Council. She 
serves until 2005.

1974
Mayor Coleman Young  
takes office.



Student culture reflected the trend. The Student 
Organization separated into three groups along racial 
lines: The Student Organization, the Association of 
Black Social Work Students, and Trabajadores de 
la Raza, the Hispanic association. The groups did find 
common ground, coming together to oppose social 
injustices and to press (unsuccessfully) for an equal  
role in curricular decision-making and development. 
Though polarized as in the previous decade, the faculty 
coalesced around practice innovations, developed  
and demonstrated with the help of federal grants. 

Theodore Goldberg, Maryann Mahaffey, Elizabeth 
Phillips, Art Antisdel, Alex Efthim and Ruth 
Goldberg introduced social work to non-traditional 
settings such as legislators’ offices and family physicians’ 
practices. Carl Hartman developed therapeutic groups 
in state hospitals, while Betty Rusnack, Kurt Spitzer 
and Betty Welsh developed innovations in health, 
substance abuse and schools. Melvyn Raider developed 
the curriculum in social work administration, becoming  
a leading scholar in higher education planning  
and evaluation.

provides federal funding to 
states, public agencies and 
nonprofits to prevent, treat, 
investigate and prosecute child 
maltreatment.

1975
Title XX of the Social Security 
Act gives block grants to states 
to advance social policy goals 
such as child abuse prevention, 
the provision of child care, and 
community-based care for the 
elderly and disabled.

1976
NASW creates a Political 
Action for Candidate 
Election to endorse and 
contribute to candidates 
supporting its agenda and the 
Task Force on Gay Issues to 
promote the rights of gay and 
lesbian people.

Future dean Leon Chestang 
publishes The Diverse Society: 
Implications For Social Policy 
with Pastora San Juan Cafferty.

1975
Detroit is straining from inflation 
and an unemployment rate of 
10%, while homicide and 
other crime continues to rise.

1976
Street gangs terrorize Detroit 
residents during a summer of 
police layoffs; cocaine use 
among residents rises, 
devastating families.

1977
The $340 million Renaissance 
Center opens on the Detroit 
River, boasting offices, hotel 
rooms, shops, theaters and 
restaurants. It is one of the 
largest renewal projects 
undertaken in the U.S.

1979
Work is completed on the 
20,000-seat Joe Louis Arena 
and the Riverfront Philip A. 
Hart Plaza, which boasts an 
open-air amphitheater, festival 
space, an ice skating rink, and 
the Dodge Fountain.

A second recession hits 
automakers: General Motors 
has laid off 38,000 workers 
and put another 48,000 on 

short-term leave. Only 
American Motors Co., 
which produces mostly 
compact cars, continues to 
increase sales. Meanwhile, 
whites continue to abandon 
the city for the suburbs as the 
number of white students in 
Detroit’s public schools drops 
by decade’s end from more 
than 100,000 to 29,000. 11
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1980
The Adoption Assistance 
and Child Welfare Act 
creates policy and resources 
to keep families together and 
children out of foster care or 
other placements.

1983
The Social Security Act is 
amended to raise retirement 
age and increase payroll taxes.

1984
The Comprehensive Control 
Act imposes tougher measures 
for dealing with juvenile 
delinquency.

1986
The Tax Reform Act provides 
tax incentives to developers to 
build low-income housing.

1987
The Stewart McKinney Act 
addresses homelessness with 
community-level funding. The 
March on Washington for 
Gay and Lesbian Rights is 
staged, and NASW addresses 
the AIDS epidemic with a 
guide to help people living 
with AIDS and their families.

Dean Leon Chestang

n AT THE SCHOOL
The early 1980s witnessed a precipitous drop in the school’s growth 
as federal grant funding virtually evaporated by 1980. The number 
of faculty fell from 55 to 29 by mid-decade and student enrollment 
decreased in both the M.S.W. and B.S.W. programs.

The elimination in training and teaching grants coincided with a 
renewed emphasis on research under Leon Chestang, who took 
the helm as dean in 1981 and would lead the school for nearly 
two decades. A formidable scholar, Chestang proved equal to the 
task of increasing the quality and quantity of faculty research and 
maintaining relatively high enrollment despite limited resources. 
Among Chestang’s priorities was hiring more Ph.D.s to serve on  
the faculty.

The year 1987 saw the inauguration of the Edith Harris Endowed 
Memorial Lecture, an annual event focusing on issues impacting 
research and practice.
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Michigan has the highest 
unemployment rate in the 
nation and Detroit is reeling 
from the recession.

1981
Mayor Coleman Young is 
reelected to a third term and 
finds himself grappling with 
state cuts in funding for 
education, mental health 
services, welfare and other 
programs.

1982
Detroit’s Neighborhood 
Services Department is 
established, becoming 
Michigan’s largest community 
action agency.

1983
Hudson’s ends its 102-year 
retail reign in downtown 
Detroit. Ground is broken for 
the Detroit People Mover, 
which opens four years later as 
three miles of elevated track 
carrying passengers in a 
downtown loop.



School of Social Work Alumni Board Meeting

1988
The Family Support Act gives 
mothers with a child younger than 
three a year of transitional day care 
and health coverage in exchange 
for finding work or registering in a 
job training program.

1989
The Veterans Administration 
becomes a cabinet-level agency 
called the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. NASW 
holds the first annual meeting 
of the association’s National 
Communications Network, 
created to improve how social 
workers are portrayed in television 
and film.
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1984
The Detroit Tigers win the 
World Series.

1985
Construction begins on  
the Museum of African 
American History and  
the Trapper’s Alley 
entertainment center opens.

1986
Robert Graham’s bronze 
fist, a tribute to Joe Louis, 
becomes one of the most 
controversial works of art in 
the country, as do the 
abandoned houses Tyree 
Guyton covers with found 
objects, known collectively as 
the Heidelberg Project.

1988
Mike and Marian Ilitch 
acquire and restore the  
Fox Theater.

1989
Work is completed on the 
$225 million expansion that 
turns the Cobo Center into 
one of America’s largest  
exhibit spaces.



IN
 T

HE
 F

IE
LD

1990s

1990
The Cranston-Gonzalez 
National Affordable 
Housing Act helps low-
income families purchase 
or rent homes and creates 
housing with structural 
features and services for special 
needs populations.

NASW Press is created to 
publish books, journals and 
other resources advancing 
social work scholarship.

1993
The Family and Medical 
Leave Act (FMLA) is passed 
to provide workers with 12 
weeks of unpaid, job-protected 
leave for family and medical 
emergencies, childbirth, and 
adoption.

1994
The Multiethnic Placement 
Act facilitates transracial 
adoption and prohibits 
federally funded foster care 
and adoption agencies from 
denying placements on the 
basis of race alone.

The Thompson Home

n AT THE SCHOOL
In 1991, Leon Chestang led the school’s move from the Cohn 
Building to a new location: the Thompson Home at Cass and 
Hancock. Built in the 1880s as a home for older women, the building 
was acquired by the university in 1978 for use as a faculty club 
before undergoing a $9 million renovation in preparation for the 
School of Social Work. 

Also in 1991, the School of Social Work offered Wayne State’s first 
gay studies class, the popularity of which faculty member Dale Ross 
attributed to recognition of the gay community due to more gay 
men and lesbians coming out. The same year, the school established 
the state’s first graduate certificate in social work practice with 
families and couples, citing an increased emphasis over the past  
15 years on research and treatment innovations for marital and 
family therapy.

In 1992, the Elizabeth N. Brehler Scholarship was established 
and awarded to the winner of an annual manuscript competition. 
Unique in focus, the competition asks students to reflect on the ways 
their biases complicate their practice, and the need to reconcile 
personal values with professional obligations. Now in its third 
decade, the competition has yielded scores of fascinating accounts 
of the role of adversity and uncertainty in professional growth.
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1991
Residential projects worth 
nearly $2 billion are slated  
to begin in Detroit as the 
50-story, $200 million One 
Detroit Center opens and 
Chrysler builds its Jefferson 
North Assembly plant.

1993
Mayor Dennis Archer takes 
office, focusing on building a 
coalition between Detroit, 
state officials and the suburbs.

1994
Detroit loses a bid for a 1990 
census recount that would 
help it retain federal aid,  
but receives a Federal 
Empowerment Zone grant  
to promote economic 
development and stability in a 
large area of the city.  

The grant gives business tax 
credits for opening shop, 
makes properties available at 
significantly reduced rates, and 
gives property owners money 
for construction and 
restoration.



The school adopted two significant curricular changes 
in the 1990s. Field education, which had been 
the purview of each practice method sequence, was 
consolidated into one overarching program. Second, 
the school reorganized its master’s program into two 
concentrations: interpersonal practice and macro practice.

Beginning mid-decade, the Gourman Report of 
Undergraduate Programs ranked the school’s B.S.W. 
program first in the nation.

Dean Leon Chestang and Richard Brehler establishing  
the Elizabeth N. Brehler Scholarship Program

1995
NASW works to have clinical 
social workers included as 
medical providers under the 
FMLA and obtains federal 
funding to train social workers 
to address mental health issues 
facing people with HIV/AIDS. 

1996
A focus on welfare reform 
eliminates Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children, 
which since 1935 had provided 
financial assistance to children 
whose families had low or no 
income, and replaces it with 
Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families (TANF), 
which is intended to help 

these families gain self-
sufficiency. An NASW 
amicus brief is cited by the 
Supreme Court’s majority 
opinion when deciding in 
Jaffe vs. Redmond to 
protect and extend the client-
psychotherapist privilege to 
licensed social workers.

Dean Leon Chestang authors 
The Manhood Manual for 
African American Boys and 
Young Men.

1997
The Adoption and Safe 
Families Act addresses 
circumstances in which 
reunification of families is 
not preferable, emphasizes 
permanency in foster care 
placements, encourages 
adoption, and provides 
subsidies and health care for 
adopted children.
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1996
The renovated Detroit Opera 
House opens and the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra 
announces an $80 million 
development project for 
Orchestra Place. Plans for 
new downtown stadiums for 
the Lions and Tigers are 
announced. 

1997
Public and private interests 
initiate a plan to transform  
the Detroit riverfront, and  
the 120,000-square-foot 
Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American 
History opens.

1998
Downtown’s J.L. Hudson 
Building is imploded, 
development begins on 
Corktown condominiums, 
and Detroit pursues a Campus 
Martius redevelopment plan 
that includes construction of 
Compuware’s world 
headquarters. Chrysler 
merges with Daimler-Benz to 
form DaimlerChrysler Corp.

1999
A sellout crowd attends the last 
game at Tiger Stadium.
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2000s n AT THE SCHOOL
In 2002, after serving two years as interim dean, Phyllis Vroom  
was appointed dean of the School of Social Work. A member of  
the school’s faculty since 1969, Vroom had helped develop the 
B.S.W. degree curriculum during the 1970s and had served as 
coordinator of the M.S.W. program. Vroom, who would lead the 
school until 2011, was described as a hard-working, committed 
leader, who enhanced the school’s reputation within the community 
and university.

The Vroom years were characterized by scholarship and research, 
particularly with an urban focus and in urban settings, as well as 
innovative leadership and service to Southeast Michigan. Under 
Vroom’s leadership and with the university’s blessing, the school in 
2008 launched a Center for Social Work Practice and Policy 
Research to conduct research, expand community partnerships, 
and improve access to social work knowledge through public 
dissemination of research and best practices. Led by Joanne 
Sobeck, the center assists faculty with data management, funding 
searches and manuscript preparation; forges research collaborations 
with regional and state human services agencies; evaluates services 
programs; hosts brown bags and forums; and runs the Student 
Mentor Applied Research Together (S.M.A.R.T.) learning 
community to facilitate student-faculty research projects.

The Vroom years also saw the development, with Anna Santiago 
and other faculty, of the school’s Doctoral Program. After 70 

2000
NASW condemns gay 
reparative therapy on the 
grounds that it does not 
change sexuality and causes 
psychological harm.

2001
NASW releases standards 
for cultural competence in 
social work practice, giving 
practitioners guidance on 
helping clients of different 
races, genders, languages, 
social classes, religious 
and spiritual beliefs, sexual 
orientations, ages, and 
physical and mental abilities. 
The NASW Foundation 
is established to support 
educational and charitable 

initiatives through projects 
serving the profession, 
practitioners and the public.

2002
NASW’s Legal Defense 
Fund begins providing social 
workers with information on 
major legal issues through free 
monthly articles.
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The Detroit Tigers move to 
Comerica Park.

2001
Detroit celebrates its 300th 
anniversary.

2002
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick 
takes office. The Detroit 
Lions move to Ford Field.

2005
General Motors cuts up to 
30,000 hourly jobs and closes 
or scales back operations at a 
dozen U.S. and Canadian 
locations.

2006
Detroit hosts the Super Bowl.



Dean Phyllis Vroom (left)

2003
NASW files an amicus brief 
in support of Massachusetts 
decision to legalize same-
sex marriage, a cause it 
will continue support up to 
the Supreme Court’s 2015 
landmark ruling extending the 
right to all gay Americans.

2005
NASW’s legal defense fund 
establishes the Social 
Work Ethics and Law 

Institute to enhance social 
workers’ understanding of 
legal and ethical issues. The 
association convenes the first 
Social Work Congress to 
establish imperatives for the 
profession,including political 
engagement and advocating 
for universal health care.

2006
NASW explores the relevance 
of its 1960 Code of Ethics and 
future needs for ethics training.

2007
NASW issues guidance on 
social work’s role in ending 
institutional racism.

2008
Professor Cheryl 
Waites publishes 
Social Work Practice 
with African 
American Families: 
An Intergenerational 
Perspective.

2009
NASW announces support 
of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act 
to expand health coverage to 
millions of Americans.

Professor Arlene 
Weisz publishes 
Programs to Reduce 
Teen Dating Violence 
and Sexual Assault: 
Perspectives on  
What Works.

years of training social work generalists and advanced 
practitioners, the school embraced a new mission of 
producing social work scholars. The first students were 
admitted in 2006, and in less than a decade, doctoral 
students and graduates have garnered prestigious 
fellowships, dissertation awards and positions at a variety 
of universities and organizations.

The year 2007 saw the introduction of the school’s 
annual Diversity Lecture, which for the past eight 
years has examined topics ranging from practice with 
troubled children, gender and anger, practice with the 
LGBTQI population, and health disparities. This year also 
saw the beginning of social work licensing in the State 
of Michigan, prompting the school to create its Office of 
Continuing Education and Professional Development.

In spring 2010, Vroom was asked to serve as Wayne 
State’s acting provost, and Professor Cheryl Waites was 
appointed acting dean of the school.
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2008
Kwame Kilpatrick resigns as 
mayor after pleading guilty to 
obstruction of justice charges. 
President Bush announces a 
$17.4 billion bailout for 
General Motors and 
Chrysler on the condition 
that the firms radically 
restructure and provide a plan 
for becoming profitable.

2009
Chrysler and General 
Motors declare bankruptcy. 
Deeming the U.S. auto 
industry “too big to fail,” the 
federal government loans $80 
billion to the two automakers 
and auto lending arms Ally 
Financial Inc. and Chrysler 
Financial.
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2010s

2010
NASW energizes 
the profession 
with a second 
Social Work 
Congress.

Distinguished 
Professor Jerrold Brandell 
publishes an updated second 
edition of Theory & Practice in 
Clinical Social Work, used by 
graduate social work programs 
across North America.

2011
Social workers 
gain a  
powerful ally 
in the U.S. 
Congress with the 
creation of the 
Congressional 

Social Work Caucus. 
Created by Rep. Edolphus 
Towns with the support of 
NASW and other social workers 
in Congress, the caucus 
focuses on the preservation 

and creation of social safety 
net programs.
 
2012
NASW holds a national 
conference, attended by 
thousands of social workers 
from around the world 

(another follows in 2014).  
It also partners with  
Dr. Jill Biden, wife of  
Vice President Biden, to train 
social workers to help veterans 
and their families.

2013
NASW submits an amicus 
brief in support of the 
Supreme Court’s decision to 
strike down the Defense of 
Marriage Act. The association 
leads members from across  

n AT THE SCHOOL
After one year in the roles of acting and then interim dean,  
Cheryl Waites in 2012 became the seventh dean of the School  
of Social Work. Under Waites’ leadership, the school has undertaken 
programmatic expansions and refinements. It has established itself  
as a premier school of social work and as a leader in allied health  
and interdisciplinary education, training and social work research.

The school’s three degree programs have been enhanced over the 
past five years. To increase flexibility and convenience for students, 
the school created one of the nation’s few online B.S.W. programs, 
Where Online Works! (WOW!), admitting its first cohort of 
students in 2012. At the same time, the school unveiled a revamped 
M.S.W. program concentration. This redesigned Innovation in 
Community, Policy, and Leadership concentration offers three 
career platforms: community change, organizational change through 
strong leadership, and change effected through social policy. Finally, 
the Doctoral Program in 2012 unveiled a clinical scholarship 
track for Ph.D.s who wish to teach clinical practice as well as 
conduct clinical research. The Ph.D. program also offers a policy  
and practice track. 

Under Waites’ leadership, the school has also developed a 
number of dual-title and interdisciplinary degrees. These include 
a dual-title M.S.W. and Ph.D. in social work and infant 
mental health (2012), a dual-title Ph.D. in social work and 
gerontology (2013), and an interdisciplinary Ph.D. in social 

18

IN
 D

ET
R

O
IT

2011
Detroit’s population falls to 
nearly 700,000 – the lowest 
level in 100 years. Detroit’s 
finances are premised on a 
minimum tax base of 750,000 
people. Public Act 4 is passed 
to allow the state to intervene 
in financially troubled local 
governments.

2012
Voters repeal Public Act 4; 
however, Gov. Rick Snyder 
signs a replacement bill, 
Public Act 436, which allows 
struggling local governments 
to choose between mediation, 
a deal with the state, a 
state-appointed emergency 
financial manager, or Chapter 
9 bankruptcy.

General Motors reports 
record profits for 2011.



work and anthropology (2015). Other programmatic 
enhancements include the substantive revision of the 
school’s graduate Certificate in Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Studies and the addition of a new graduate 
certificate program to give post-master’s social workers 
advanced preparation in clinical social work theory 
and applied clinical practice. The school’s continuing 
education program has seen a significant increase in 
offerings, including Internet-based workshops.

Passage of the Affordable Care Act and its emphasis 
on coordinated, integrated health care have prompted 
the school to take a leadership role in the interdisciplinary 
training of allied health professionals. In addition to its 
interdisciplinary certificates and dual-title degrees, the 
school is home the university’s suicide research group, 
which brings faculty and students from numerous 
disciplines and community-based experts together 

to share knowledge and research, and a partner in the 
Interdisciplinary Older Adult Home Visit program, 
which sends teams of students representing social work, 
medicine, nursing, pharmacy, and health sciences on 
house calls to seniors’ homes. In 2015, the school and the 
College of Nursing received $1 million to train social work 
and nursing students to assess patients in primary care 
settings for substance abuse behaviors.
 
Research has continued to be a priority for the school 
under Waites, who in 2014 oversaw the establishment 
of a Social Work Research Enhancement Program 
(SWREP) to promote research in four core areas of 
practice: aging, interpersonal violence, child welfare, 
and health/behavioral health. SWREP has already funded 
two research-enhancing affinity groups in the areas 
of urban aging and substance use, violence and mental 
health. Waites has also focused on expansion of faculty 
expertise, hiring scholars in the areas of aging, infant 
mental health, substance abuse, suicide, bullying, and 
child welfare.

the nation in joining the  
50th Anniversary March on 
Washington, urging action 
on job creation, voting rights 
and gun violence. 

2015
NASW submits an amicus brief 
supporting the court’s historic 
2015 ruling clearing the way 
for same-sex marriage.

In collaboration with NASW-
MI, the WSU School of Social 
Work organizes a series of 
events for social workers 
to examine personal biases 
and to eliminate racism and 
institutional barriers. The 
events brought focus to hate 
crimes and police use of force.

2016
Whistleblowers reveal that 
Flint’s water supply has been 
contaminated by lead and 
that state and federal officials 
misled residents about the 
problem. An outraged nation 
offers support, and School 
of Social Work students and 
faculty rally with other Wayne 
State units to aid the city’s 
residents. 

Meanwhile, the school receives  
funding from CSWE to launch 

a student-led political action 
and community organizing 
initiative addressing water 
insecurity in Detroit.

Social Work Alumni Board at the 2015 Gala and Silent Auction

Dean Cheryl Waites
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2013
A state review board decides 
Detroit’s finances warrant 
intervention and Gov. Snyder 
appoints Kevyn Orr as Detroit 
emergency manager. Under 
Orr, Detroit files for bankruptcy, 
citing more than $18 billion in 
debt. It is the largest municipal 
bankruptcy in U.S. history.

Kwame Kilpatrick is found 
guilty on more than two dozen 
charges including racketeering, 
fraud, extortion and tax crimes 
after a five-month public 
corruption trial. He is later 
sentenced to 28 years in 
prison.

Mayor Mike Duggan  
takes office.

2014
Governor Snyder announces 
that Detroit has emerged from 
bankruptcy, accepts Orr’s 
resignation as emergency 
manager, and returns control 
of Detroit to its elected 
government.
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As it enters its ninth decade, the School of Social Work looks forward 
to continuing its tradition of superlative education, research, and 
community engagement. In January 2016, Dean Waites oversaw 
the school’s move to a new location at 5447 Woodward Avenue, 
which after two phases of renovation will accommodate the 
school’s 21st century goals for advancing social work practice and 
research.  The school’s new building will feature a technology 

training center, a media center, an innovative 
technology conference room and research lab, 
and advanced learning spaces for students as 
well as community-oriented brown bag lectures, 
public forums and symposia. Coupled with these 
amenities, the school’s development focus on 
student scholarships and faculty support will  
help it attract the best and brightest minds  
in the field.

Even as it settles into its new home in Midtown 
Detroit, the School of Social Work is expanding 
its multicounty reach. In winter 2015, the school 

began offering B.S.W. classes at the Livonia-based Schoolcraft 
Center and is now allowing Schoolcraft College students to transfer 
up to 71 credits toward a Bachelor of Social Work. With its presence 
at Schoolcraft Center, the School of Social Work — which already 
offers B.S.W. classes at Wayne State’s University Center Macomb in 
Clinton Township and has one of the nation’s few fully online B.S.W. 
programs — is making it easier for residents of Western Oakland and 

Looking 
Forward



Wayne Counties and Southern Wayne and Washtenaw 
Counties to obtain a B.S.W. degree from a nationally 
ranked, accredited program.

The School of Social Work also continues to strengthen 
its reputation for interdisciplinary leadership. Noted 
David Hefner, vice president of health affairs for Wayne 
State, “the future design of American health care delivery 
will be dependent upon the next generation of social 
worker health professionals to be threaded throughout 
the new mosaic. Wayne State University and the School 
of Social Work are uniquely positioned to take advantage 
of this time of high change and to help craft this new 
delivery system, which by my crystal ball will be a team-
based health professions model supported by physicians 
trained inside of a new team-based curriculum.”

With the Wayne State School of Medicine, the school is 
developing a joint master’s degree in social work 
and public health that will address the growing 
need for highly skilled professionals who understand 
the association between social factors and public 
health problems — particularly in urban environments 
and among underserved populations — and develop 
interventions and public policy through a community 
perspective lens. Given the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
estimation that employment for healthcare and public 

health social workers will grow 34% over the next 10 
years, this joint degree is perfectly timed to give Wayne 
State students attractive and multidisciplinary career 
opportunities. At the undergraduate level, the school 
is working to further Wayne State’s commitment to 
community engagement through the development of an 
interdisciplinary social justice minor. This minor will 
allow students outside the School of Social Work to learn 
more about the profession and prepare students entering 
a variety of fields to address social justice issues they may 
encounter.

Finally, the Center for Social Work Research is continuing 
to make an impact in the areas of aging, child welfare, 
interpersonal violence and health and behavioral health. 
Among other initiatives, it plans to launch a child 
welfare research institute that will harness the 
substantial child welfare expertise of the school’s faculty 
and field educators to train world-class practitioners 
in this critical area and to develop cutting-edge 
interventions for children and families — beginning  
right here in Detroit.
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